An Introduction to
Rhetorical Terms

Christopher Kelen

FOR ADVICE ON USE OF THIS EBOOK PLEASE SCROLL TO PAGE 2



© Christopher Kelen 2007

The Author has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this Work in accord-
ance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Published in 2007 by Humanities-Ebooks.co.uk
Tirril Hall, Tirril, Penrith CA10 2JE

To use the navigation tools, the search facility, and other features of the Adobe
toolbar, this Ebook should be read in default view.

To navigate through the contents use the hyperlinked ‘Bookmarks’ at the left of
the screen.

To search, expand the search column at the right of the screen or click on the
binocular symbol in the toolbar.

For ease of reading, use <CTRL+L> to enlarge the page to full screen

Use <Esc> to return to the full menu.

Hyperlinks (if any) appear in Blue Underlined Text.

This book is licensed for a particular computer or computers.

The original purchaser may license the same work for a second computer by applying to
support@humanities-ebooks.co.uk with proof of purchase.

Permissions: it is permissible to print sections of the book (in draft mode) for your own
use, but not to copy and paste text.



Contents

A Note on the Author

Preface: An Introduction to Rhetorical Terms
A Glossary of Rhetorical Terms: old, new and recycled
Words and Reality

Classical and traditional tropes

Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Metonymy

Synecdoche

Hyperbole

Paradox

Oxymoron

[rony

Euphemism

Tautology (and other solecisms)

Figures of time:

Ellipsis

Catachresis

Non-tropes and near tropes: image, sign, symbol, motif, archetype, stereotype

New tropes, Tropology today

Inoculation
Bricolage
Perruque
Differend
Différance
Limen, border
Mirror



Frame

Vector, flow

Body tropes

Topos and tropography

Bibliography

Recommended Search Terms

Critical Theory 6



Preface: An Introduction to Rhetorical Terms

This is a book with a practical purpose. It aims to give students a handy reference
to the background knowledge of rhetorical terms demanded of them by critical and
theoretical texts in the humanities. A common vocabulary 1s used today for cultural
criticism and theory and for related sub-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary discourses
(in philosophy, literary criticism, and indeed all the humanities). The western world’s
twenty first century ‘renaissance’ scholar needs to be fluent in the vocabulary which
carries her across these disciplines. An important part of this vocabulary is in the rhe-
torical terms we read and write, reason and refute by. These are the means by which
we tell and receive the stories that explain the world. They are the means by which
we imagine our own and others’ ideas. To read and equally to write theory today one
needs to be able to negotiate a way among these tropic motions; one needs to master
the terms with which motions in meaning are described. Amorphous and difficult as
this kind of learning is, it is of vital and personal importance. Through it one learns
how one means what one means. It is through that kind of understanding one gets to
decide what to mean.





