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Bill Boahower

Mnemohistory: the Archaeological Turn in the
Humanities from Winckelmann to Calvino

The methodological turn to archaeology by a surprisingly large number of
twentieth century intellectuals, scholars, and artists acrossthe humanitieshasa
long foreground in the development and professionalization of archaeology
itself. It iswell known that Western civilization began to define itself as such
by digging up other civilizationsand aligning themin aprogressivetypologica
sequence.t Asthefather of scientific archaeol ogy, Johann Joachim\Winckelmann
deserves pride of place;? in his mgjor work he studied the various stages of
ancient Greek sculpture—relying almost exclusively on examples found in
Roman museums or recently excavated at sites such as Pompeii and
Herculaneum—with the intent to establish a system which exalted the twin

An earlier version of this paper was given as a Keynote Address for the Symbiosis
Conference, held in Thessaloniki, Greece, June 2005.
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