
Running Head  �

http//www.humanities-ebooks.co.uk

Alice Ferrebe

Dreamerica; Visions of  
Transatlantic Masculinity in the 

1960s English Novel

A micro-ebook reformatted from 
 

Symbiosis: a Journal of Anglo-American Literary Relations

Volume 7.2

For guidance on use of this ebook please scroll to page 2



: 

Publication Data

© Symbiosis 2003, 2007 all rights reserved

The Author has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this Work  
in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

First published in SYMBIOSIS 7.2 (October 2003) 201-20.

2nd electronic edition published in 2007 by Humanities-Ebooks LLP 
http://www.humanities-ebooks.co.uk 
Tirril Hall, Tirril, Penrith CA10 2JE

Essays published in Symbiosis are subsequently digitized  
for the benefit of the author (80%) and the Journal (20%)

Reading Options

To use the toolbar this Ebook should be read in default view. 
To navigate use the hyperlinked ‘Bookmarks’ or thumbnails at the left of the screen. 

To search, click on the binocular symbol in the toolbar.
Use <CTRL+L> to enlarge the page to full screen. 

Licence and Permissions

This ebook is licensed for reading on a particular computer. 

The original purchaser may license the same work for a second computer  
by applying to support@humanities-ebooks.co.uk with proof of purchase.  

It is permissible to print a watermarked copy of the book for your own use.

ISSN: 1362-7902 
A cumulative index of Symbiosis essays and reviews is online at 

http://www.symbiosisonline.org.uk

http://www.symbiosisonline.org.uk


Alice Ferrebe

Dreamerica; Visions of Transatlantic Masculinity in
the 1960s English Novel

As easier and cheaper air travel breached the Atlantic Ocean during the 1960s,
a spate of novels sought to address English experience of the newly-accessible
frontier of the United States of America. Britain had, during the Second World
War and its aftermath, been thoroughly permeated by American influences: by
its servicemen, its goods, its literature, and, of course, its money. Though grace
was at least aspired to in the acceptance of Marshall Aid, responses to cultural
imports were generally unreservedly ungrateful. In 1951 the communist
periodical Arena ran a special edition ‘devoted to the American threat to British
culture, to all that is good and vital in our national tradition’1. Richard Hoggart’s
1957 The Uses Of Literacy, an epitaph to the perceived cultural purity of the
English working-classes, read American pulp-fiction, or ‘sex-novelettes’, as a
virulent source of moral corruption, including bitter parodies of typical titles,
among them Death-Cab for Cutie and Sweetheart, Curves Can Kill.2  In David
Storey’s This Sporting Life (1960), Arthur Machin, a newly-signed rugby-league
star and a pulp-devotee, attempts to recreate the free-wheeling freedom of
Stulton, hero of Love Tomorrow, in his new car. The Northern English road
system, however, will have no truck with an imitation Kerouac: ‘The roads
were crammed. They twisted and ducked about. And I’d only go a couple of
miles, hardly leaving town behind, before I was in the next bloody place’.3

1. ‘The American Threat to British Culture’. Special issue of Arena Vol II, No 8 (June/
July 1951).

2. Richard Hoggart, The Uses of Literacy (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1958), 211, 212.
3. David Storey, This Sporting Life (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1965), 191.




