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The editors invite proposals for e-books to be included in a new series of 
approaches to American literature since 1970. We seek typescripts and 
proposals for books in any of the following (or similar) areas: 
 

• Genre or theme-based studies of contemporary American writing (e.g. 
immigration and/or emigration narratives, new journalism, neo-slave 
narratives, travel writing, the short story, crime fiction, science fiction and 
fantasy writing) 

• Theoretical studies of contemporary American literature (e.g. approaches 
based on gender studies, circum-Atlanticism, environmentalism, 
postmodernism, race, ethnicity, class) 

• Critical studies of significant novelists, poets, dramatists, and other artists 
in relation to contemporary American culture 

The Concept 
Each series of Humanities-Ebooks monographs will make a contribution to 
scholarship in a particular field of research, as defined by the General Editor(s), 
and will be edited to the highest standards. It will be the aim of the publisher 
and of the editors jointly to ensure that the monographs achieve a standing 
equivalent to the products of conventional publishing houses, while offering 
considerable advantages in terms of affordability, availability, searchability, 
portability, protection of rights, and protection of intellectual property.  

Technology 

Humanities-Ebooks publishes only in electronic form. PDF versions purchased 
by individuals are downloaded to the purchaser’s computer, licensed to one 
computer, and are encrypted to protect authors’ intellectual property.  HTML 



 

versions purchased or subscribed to by libraries are password protected. 
Payment is through Paypal, providing security for purchasers and reducing 
overheads for authors. 

Dividends 

With Humanities-Ebooks, authors earn a variable dividend rather than a 
fixed royalty. The dividend is adjusted annually so as to distribute 100% of the 
net profit on each title.  Eventually, something like 70% of net receipts should 
go to authors and editors, divided between them in the ratio of 4 to 1. That is, 
series authors will earn 80% of the net profit on sales of their title (after 
deduction of the publisher’s fixed and monthly costs). Income from 100 sales of 
an Ebook title should comfortably exceed the average total income from a 
conventionally published monograph.   

Responsibilities 

The General Editor will give the series its initial rationale and will contribute a 
brief preface to each title; will operate a peer review process, and negotiate 
changes where necessary; will ensure that the author has secured any 
necessary permissions and paid any copyright fees required; and will provide 
the publisher with proof-read electronic copy prepared to an agreed template.   
 
Authors will undertake to prepare their work within that template and within an 
agreed timescale, and to help to promote the work through newsgroups and 
other means.  The Publisher will make the Ebook itself—adding the cover; 
creating hyperlinks and bookmarks; inserting or adjusting illustrations; setting 
the page transitions and opening parameters; providing publication data, ISBN, 
encryption and so forth—and will promote the series and distribute review 
copies.   
 
Proposals 
 
Proposals, containing a rationale, a table of contents, a proposed delivery date, 
and where possible a sample chapter, should be sent by email attachment to 
the editors a.varvogli@dundee.ac.uk and C.H.GAIR@bham.ac.uk.  Proposals 
should indicate the likely structure and length of the eventual work, bearing in 
mind that electronic books need not conform to conventions established by the 
economics of print.  An ebook containing 3 or 4 germinal essays, and totalling 
45,000 words would be as viable as one of 10 chapters and 75,000 words.  
 

Aliki Varvogli and Chris Gair, April 2006 
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